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SUBJECT: COMMUNICATIONS WITH AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT ON IEA MATTERS 

REF: OECD PARIS 2855 

SUMMARY: NOTWITHSTANDING BOBLETER'S COMMENTS, EMBASSY SEES 
NO REASON WHY WE SHOULD NOT CONTINUE DIRECT CONTACTS WITH 
GOA ON IEA MATTERS. (END SUMMARY) 

1. BOLETER'S REQUEST TO HAVE ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
GOA ON IEA FUNNELED THROUGH HIM IS AT VARIANCE WITH 
REQUEST PUT TO EMBASSY OFFICER JUST LAST WEEK BY DR. 

GUNTER OBERMAIR IN ENERGY SECTION OF TRADE MINISTRY 
(OBERMAIR IS AUSTRIAN DELEGATE TO SLT). IN COURSE OF CON- 
VERSATION CONCRNING U.S. PROPOSAL ON AD HOC COMMITTEE 
TO DEAL WITH INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL MATTERS, OBERMAIR 
SIAD HE VERY MUCH APPRECIATED ADVANCED INFORMATION ON U.S. 
POSITIONS AS WELL AS IEA PAPERS PREPARED BY USG. HE SAID GOA 
SOMETIMES GETS POSITION PAPERS ON IEA MATTERS TOO LATE 
TO ALLOW FOR CAREFUL STUDY AND PREPARATION OF AUSTRIAN 
POSITIONS. HE DESCRIBED WHAT HE TERMED CUMBERSOME 
PROCEDURE WHEREBY DOCUMENTS PREPARED BY MEMBER GOVERN- 
MENTS GO TO IEA SECRETARIAT WHICH THEN TRANSMITS THEM 
TO OECD MISSION, WHICH IN TURN PASSES THEM TO FOREIGN 
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MINISTRY, WHICH THEN RELAYS THEM TO OTHER MINISTRIES 
CONCERNED. OBERMAIR SAID HE WOULD WELCOME AN INFORMAL 
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ARRANGEMENT WHEREBY U.S. PAPERS PREPARED FOR IEA 
CONSIDERATION ARE PASSED DIRECTLY TO GOA OFFICIALS HERE, AND 
PARTICULARLY TO TRADE MINISTRY'S ENERGY SECTION. 

2. RE BOBLETER’S STATEMENT THAT HE IS "PERMANENT CHIEF 
DELEGATE TO IEA GOVERNING BOARD," AUSTRIAN OFFICIALS 
DEALING WITH IEA MATTERS HERE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN CAREFUL 
TO STRESS IN TALKS WITH EMBASSY OFFICERS THATBOBLETER 

IS CHIEF DELEGATE "FOR THE TIME BEING," BUT THAT QUESTION 
OF WHO WILL BE PERMANENT DELEGATE HAS NOT YET BEEN DECIDED. 
IT MAY OR MAY NOT BE BOBLETER. EVEN HIS STATUS AS CHIEF 
DELEGATE FOR THE TIME BEING IS FUZZY SINCE WE HAVE ALSO 
BEEN TOLD THAT SEKTIONSCHEF FRANK HAS A STATUS "EQUAL 
TO THAT OF BOBLETER" IN TERMS OF REPRESENTATION IN IEA 
MEETINGS. 

3. RE BOBLETER’S DESCRIPTION OF HIMSELF AS "COORDINATOR" 

FOR AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT, WE HAVE NOT HEARD HIM DESCRIBED 
IN THOSE TERMS HERE. COORDINATION OF AUSTRIA’S ENERGY 
POLICY. PARTICULARLY THE OECD AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
ASPECTS, ARE IN HANDS OF STATE SECRETARY VESELSKY (IN 
FEDERAL CHANCELLERY), A POLITICAL APPOINTEE AND CLOSE 
CONFIDANT OF CHANCELLOR KREISKY. SEKTIONSCHEF DR. FRANK 
COORDINTES DOMESTIC ENERGY POLICY BUT ALSO PLAYS KEY 
ROLE IN IE A/OECD MATTERS. HE IS REPRESENTED AT GB 
MEETINGS BY DR. HLADIK, SINCE FRANK REPORTEDLY IS 
RELUCTANT PLAY "SECOND FIDDLE" TO BOBLETER. 

5. COMMENT: CLEARLY, VESELSKY IN THE CHANCELLOR'S 
OFFICE AND DR. FRANK (A CAREER CIVIL SERVANT) HAVE 
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY IN ENERGY FIELD, BUT FOREIGN 
MINISTRY ALSO FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY AND WE 
SUSPECT WILL CONTINUE PLAY IMPORTANT ROLE, ESPECIALLY AS 
WE GET CLOSER TO CONSUMER/PRODUCER DIALOGUE. NO MATTER 
HOW AMBASSADOR BOBLETTER S OWN POSITION EVOLVES, WE 
SEE NO REASON WHY USG SHOULD NOT AVAIL ITSELF OF DIRECT 
CHANNELS TO AUSTRIAN OFFICIALDOM HERE. IN PRESENT FAST 
MOVING SITUATION WE CONSIDER IT DESIRABLE FROM VIEWPOINT USG 
INTERESTS TO KEEP BOTH BOBLETER AND GOA FULLY APPRISED 
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OF OUR POSITIONS IN IEA. (SEE EMBASY MEM CON OF JAN. 20 
FOR RUN-DOWN ON AUSTRIAN OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN IEA (MEM 
CON POUCHED TO USOECD, EUR/CE AND EB/ORF.)HUMES 
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